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USF St. Petersburg Celebrates GIS Day on Nov. 16
By: Alyson Seligman
November 5, 2004 4:43PM EST

USF St. Petersburg’s Environmental Science Policy and Geography Program of Distinction will demonstrate how
Geographic Information System, known as GIS, impacts peoples lives on a daily basis during a GIS Open House on
Nov. 16 from 9 am to 4 pm in the Campus Activities Center.
“GIS touches our lives daily,” Dixon said. This technology helps to solve problems related to the environment, health
care, land use, business efficiency, education and public safety. The power supply directed to homes, the patrol cars
and fire trucks that keep neighborhoods safe, and the delivery trucks on the road all function more efficiently because
of GIS. This technology can also help businesses place ATMs and restaurants at more convenient locations, allow
people to retrieve maps off the Internet and help farmers grow more crops with less chemicals.
GIS is a computer-based mapping tool that takes information from a database about a place, such as streets,
buildings, water features and terrain, and turns it into visual layers. By seeing all of these features on one map,
planners and analysts can better understand particular locations to make more informed decisions.
“The advent of GIS not only allows researchers to visualize problems in a spatial context, it enables them to take
science to the general public in a tangible form,” Barnali Dixon, PhD, assistant professor said. “GIS bridges the gap
between the scientific community and the general public by communicating scientific findings visually through maps,
graphs and charts.”
Held each year during the National Geographic Society’s Geography Awareness Week, GIS Day is a global event that
celebrates this technology that uses geography to change the world.
The USF St. Petersburg GIS Open House will include tours about GIS, software demonstrations about the benefits of
different geographic programs as well as poster displays demonstrating the direct application of GIS in problem
solving. Additional information will be available about USF St. Petersburg and the Environmental Science, Policy and
Geography department.
GIS Day is grassroots event celebrated by professionals in more than 80 countries to showcase the important
contributions GIS technology is making in the fields of science, technology and the humanities. For more
information, visit the GIS Day Web site at www.gisday.com.
For more information, contact Pat Scott at 727-553-4096 or pscott@stpt.usf.edu or Doris Dixon at 727-553-4810 or by email at dtdixon@stpt.usf.edu.
Please RSVP for large groups.
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